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Roadless Rule

ÅIntended to protect or preserve blocks of 

generally undeveloped National Forest System 

lands that are at least 5,000 acres in size.

ÅProvides general prohibitions for road 

construction and tree cutting



Why are Roadless Areas 

Important for Colorado?

ÅWatersheds

ÅWildlife Habitat

ÅRecreation (motorized and non-motorized)



Colorado State - specific 

Roadless Rule

ÅProposed CO Roadless Rule (CRR) tailored to 
Coloradoôs unique issues.

ÅState of Colorado is a cooperating agency w/FS

ÅñNew boundaries more accurately reflect forest 
lands with true roadless characteristics and 
provide for the inherent conservation values of 
large areas of wildlife habitat protected from 
fragmentation, road intrusions and other land 
use disturbanceò.  

Tom Remington                
Colorado Division of Wildlife



Acreage Differences

ÅCRR removed 467,000 acres of 

ñsubstantially alteredò areas from the 

2001 inventory 

ÅCRR added 409,000 acres

not included in the 

2001 inventory

Total CRR acres = 4.186 million



Ski Slope Expansion

ÅColorado Rule 

removes 8,250 

acres for 

potential 

slope expansion 

on 11 ski areas

Å3,200 acres would have allowed expansion under 2001 Rule



Tree Cutting Exception

ÅColorado Rule takes into consideration insect 

and disease outbreaks ïMountain Pine Beetle

ÅWhile the 2001 Rule offered no flexibility the 

CRR provides options for communities

ÅCRR targets area immediately adjacent to at risk 

communities



Colorado needs to allow mountain 

communities to protect themselves



Road Construction   

Exceptions

The Colorado Rule would allow for:

Temporary road building in CRAôs for 

existing and future power lines

Existing water conveyance structures 

and for conditional water rights applied 

for prior to the date of the Rule

To execute tree-cutting for community protection

http://dnr.state.co.us/pdf/Healthy Forests Report.pdf


Oil and Gas

ÅLong-term temporary roads are allowed 

only for existing leases

ÅOil and gas pipelines going through CRAôs 

will not be allowed 



Coal

ÅLong-term temporary roads for coal 

development are restricted to the North 

Fork Coal mining area


